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SPE’s Environmental Division Announces Winners 

of “Clean Technology” Awards 
 

Competition sponsored by Battelle at GPEC® 2008 reveals innovative approaches 
to using renewable materials and energy sources. 

 
Brookfield, CT – The Environmental Division of the Society of Plastics Engineers (SPE) is pleased to 
announce that Nextek Limited and MicroGREEN Polymers, Inc., were the first-place and second-
place winners (respectively) of the Clean Technology Business Plan Forum & Competition that took 
place at the recent Global Plastics Environmental Conference (GPEC) in Orlando, Florida. 
 
Fittingly sponsored by Battelle, the world’s largest non-profit independent research and development 
organization, the competition was judged by executives from Battelle, Emerald Technology Ventures, 
SABIC Innovative Plastics, and SPM Technologies, and moderated by Heller Ehrman LLP Venture 
Law Group. 
 
The competition provided an opportunity for emerging companies and inventors, or established 
companies with revenues less than $1 million, to present innovative approaches in the plastics and 
related industries to “clean technology”: any technology that employs renewable materials or energy 
sources, or substantially reduces the use of resources, or substantially cuts or eliminates emissions and 
waste. 
 
About the Winning Entries 
First Place: Nextek Limited, a company that creates sustainable solutions in polymers and recycling, 
won the competition with its entry for a proprietary process for bottle-to-bottle recycling. The 
technology takes post-consumer HDPE (high-density polyethylene) milk bottles and “closes the loop” 
by recycling them back into food-grade milk bottles. As a result, dairies and supermarkets can offer 
more sustainable packaging to consumers, and the technology provides a higher value-added product 
to blow-molding and recycling companies, all while assisting in controlling raw-material costs. 
 
Second Place: MicroGREEN Polymers, Inc., an emerging company that creates innovative solid-state 
microcellular plastics technology, won second place with its patented Microcellular Expansion 
process. Applications include lightweight plastic parts for aircraft and automotive interiors, 
ecologically friendly plastics for the food and packaging industries, and components in LCD electronic 
displays. 
 
“This competition is a reflection of the importance of sustaining greener technologies in this industry, 
and we were very impressed with all the entries,” says Eric Koester, the coordinator of the Clean 
Technology Forum, moderator of the competition, and an attorney with Heller Ehrman LLP. “It is  
 

-continued- 



 

  

 
essential that more plastics-industry companies incorporate clean-technology strategies moving 
forward and the industry continues to support the development of these new and innovative companies 
and technologies.” 
 
About SPE 
The Society of Plastics Engineers (SPE) is the premier source of technical information for plastics 
professionals. Founded in 1942, SPE takes action every day to help individuals and companies in the 
plastics industry succeed—by spreading knowledge, strengthening skills, and promoting plastics. 
Employing these strategies, SPE has helped the plastics industry thrive for over 60 years, and SPE has 
become the recognized forum for communication among scientists, engineers, and technical personnel 
engaged in the development, manufacture, and application of plastics. For more information, please 
visit www.4spe.org. 
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